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The Oklahoma County Conservation District is a local 
subdivision of state government.  The district was 
organized in 1941 to help local citizens protect and 
conserve our natural resources. 
 
The main goal of our District is to ensure that all 
citizens have access to quality education and 
assistance as they seek to preserve, protect, and 
enhance the natural resources in our county.  We 
serve as the local link for our citizens to access federal 
and state conservation agencies and programs. 
 
Our District encompasses all of Oklahoma County, the 
most populous county in our State. and covers 459,802 
acres. It is unique in that 80% of the land inside our 
boundaries is within an incorporated city.  We work 
with a broad scope of rural and urban landowners, and 
we have cooperative agreements with 517 people 
covering 83,920 acres in the county. 
 
A board of five district directors (three elected and two 
appointed) governs the conservation district.  The 
Board of Directors submits this annual report to inform 
the public of this past year’s accomplishments in 
conservation education, information, and assistance to 
the people we serve. 
 
We invite all citizens of Oklahoma County to become 
familiar with the activities and services of our District.  
We welcome people to visit our office and get 
acquainted with our staff. 
 
Our board meetings are held the first Wednesday of 
the each month at 1:30 p.m. except for May which is 
held on the second Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. The 
meetings are always open to the public, and citizens 
are welcome to attend. 

District Board of Directors:  

 Jan Kunze, Chair 
 Debbie Straughn, Vice Chair 
 Rick Godfrey, Treasurer 
 Mark Moehle, Member 
 Phil Campbell, Member 
  
District Staff: 

 Don Bartolina, Manager 
 Becky Inmon, Secretary 
 

NRCS Staff: 

 Chris Best, District Conservationist 
 Nick Owen, Conservation Technician 
 Larry Hood, Soil Conservationist 

The Conservation District shares office space with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), a 
federal agency in the US Department of Agriculture. The 
NRCS staff provides technical assistance to the 
conservation district, our district cooperators, and other 
citizens in Oklahoma County.  They administer the 
USDA’s Farm Bill programs and assist the district with 
the state cost-share program. 

Our office is located at 4850 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste B, in 
Oklahoma City. Office hours are Monday - Friday from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Mission Statement:  To educate, empower, and 
assist all citizens of Oklahoma County in protecting, 
managing, and conserving our natural resources 
 
Vision Statement:  Clean water and healthy soils for 
a quality environment 



 

Oklahoma Conservation Cost-Share Program 
The conservation district administers the Oklahoma Conservation 
Cost-Share Program for Oklahoma County. The district board 
seeks input from local citizens and conservation agencies to 
determine which practices will be included in the program each 
year. In FY 2018, our district administered funding for Oklahoma 
State Cost Share Program Years 18 and 19 and the Monarch 
Habitat Initiative (MHI) Cost Share Program. 

Program Year 18: 
Our district received $30,000 in initial funding for Program Year 18, 
and an additional $8,369.38 from Program Year 17 rollover funds, 
making a total allocation of 38,369.38. Performance agreements 
were signed with eight producers to obligate $35,380 of the funds.  
The performance agreements were for brush removal with one  
agreement also having a water well.  During FY 18, six of the eight 
agreements were completed and participants received $23,771 in 
cost share payments.   One of the eight agreements was canceled 
by the participant and the other agreement should be completed 
early in FY 19. 

Program Year 19: 
The district received $17,500 in program funds for Program Year 
19.  We received nine applications during the initial sign-up period.  
Four applicants were approved for funding, and the remaining 
applicants were approved as alternates.  The practices approved 
were for brush management, and the alternate practices included 
brush management, water wells, and a pond.  None of the 
approved practices were completed in FY 18. 
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Watershed Program 
There are two watershed structures located in Oklahoma County, 
one in the Kickapoo Nations watershed project, and the other in 
the Bear-Fall-Coon Creek watershed project.  These structures 
capture runoff from heavy rains and release it at a slower rate 
which prevents flooding downstream.  Our District is responsible 
for providing maintenance on Kickapoo Nations Site #4 and Bear-
Fall-Coon Site #32. Kickapoo Nations protects 165,300 acres in 
Oklahoma and Lincoln Counties.  The Bear-Fall-Coon Watershed 
protects 120,000 acres in Lincoln, Logan, and Oklahoma Counties.  

District and NRCS personnel inspect these structures each year to 
check for alterations to the dams, development in the flood plain or 
reservoir, and adequate vegetation.  Dams are also checked for 
holes, cracks, bulges, animal burrows or trails, wave damage, 
deterioration or corrosion, obstructions, or missing components. 

Both structures in our county are in good condition and have no 
immediate maintenance needs at this time.  During FY 2018, we 
participated in the Okie One-Call system which gave us the 
opportunity to be pro-active in addressing potential hazards to 
these sites.  During the year we received 11 notices for proposed 
activity near the sites, and we were able to determine that the 
activity did not pose a threat to our structures. 

Bear-Fall-Coon Creek Site 32 is located in 
NE Oklahoma County. 

Kickapoo Nations Watershed Site 4 located 
in eastern Oklahoma County.  

Water well installed by a state cost-share 
Program Year 18 participant. 

Photo shows cedar removal by a cost share 
Program Year 18 participant. 



 

Education and Information 

Our District conducted or participated in a variety of education and 
information programs this past year.  Programs were planned or 
implemented for both youth and adults. 

 August 3-4: Attended the annual Statewide Women in 
Agriculture and Small Business Conference held at the Moore 
Norman Technology Center in Oklahoma City.  Guest speakers 
included Dr. Pamela Arnold, University of California, and Lauren 
Nelson, former Miss America in 2007. 

 August 7: Presented an Enviroscape® demonstration and 
discussion about watersheds to the Boy Scout Troop in Del City. 

 September: Sponsored annual poster contest for students in 
kindergarten thru 5th grade.  Healthy Soils are Full of Life was 
the theme for the 2017 contest.  Two of our local poster contest 
winners, Alesia Meeus Chase (Division 1) and Lakshmi Birasam 
(Division 4) of Deer Creek Elementary took first place in the 
OACD State Contest.  Both students were able to attend the 
OACD State Meeting to receive their awards. 
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Conservation Cost-Share Program-Continued 
MHI Cost Share Program: 

Our district, in cooperation with the Oklahoma Conservation Com-
mission and three neighboring conservation districts, entered into 
an agreement with the US Fish and Wildlife Service to help restore 
monarch butterfly habitat along the I-35 corridor. Each district was 
allocated $25,600 in funds to assist producers with practices ap-
proved for the monarch habitat initiative. Our district approved sev-
en performance agreements with participants for brush manage-
ment and conservation cover.  Six of the seven performance agree-
ments were completed in FY 2018.  Participants received payments 
totaling $20,290 for practices completed.  One of the participants 
was a non-profit organization, Friends of Martin Park Nature Center.  
The group worked with our district and the City of Oklahoma City to 
plant monarch habitat in a section of Martin Park. 

MHI cost share participant cleared cedars and 
mixed brush to improve habitat. 

Dr. Thomas Coon, Vice President, Dean, 
and Director of Oklahoma State University 
Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources (DASNR), speaks to attendees at 
the Statewide Women in Ag Conference. 

Secretary Becky Inmon leads students in a 
demonstration of the Enviroscape, a watershed 
model that teaches students about the sources of 
pollution in our water bodies and how each of us 
can be help control pollution in our watershed. 

Alesia Meeus Chase and 
Lakshmi Birasam are 
shown in photo with their 
Art teacher Lacy Gustafson 
(left) and district secretary 
Becky Inmon (right), after 
receiving their awards at the 
Annual OACD Meeting. 



 

Education and Information (Cont.) 

 September 29:  Sponsored  a Natural Resource Day with 
Putnam City Harvest Hills Elementary 5th grade. Three stations 
were set up for students to participate in activities about the 
water cycle, wildlife habitat with skins & skulls,  and a fishing 
clinic. The event was held at the Lake Arcadia education area 
and 55 students were in attendance.  Michelle Canning served 
as the teacher contact for the event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 October 9: Sponsored  a Natural Resource Day with James L. 
Dennis Elementary fifth grade students and teachers. Stations 
were set up for students to participate in activities about the 
water cycle, wildlife habitat with skins & skulls, wetlands and the 
Enviroscape, and a fishing clinic. The event was held at the Lake 
Arcadia education area and 63 students were in attendance.  
Our teacher contact for the event was Shantell Barbour. 

 October 11:  Sponsored  a Natural Resource Day with Jones 
Elementary fifth grade.  Students rotated through stations with a 
fishing clinic and activities about the water cycle, wetlands & 
wildlife habitat, and soils. The event was held at the Lake 
Arcadia education area and 85 students plus teachers attended.  
Lynette Warnock was the teacher contact that assisted in 
planning the event. 

 October 18: Sponsored  a Natural Resource Day with Putnam 
City Rollingwood Elementary 4th grade students and teachers.  
Activity stations were set up for a fishing clinic, the water cycle, 
wetlands with the Enviroscape, and soils. The event was held at 
the Lake Arcadia education area, and we had 86 students that 
participated.  Teacher Linda Frantz served as our contact for 
planning the event. 
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Volunteer John Samuel interacts with Harvest Hills 
students as they discuss wildlife skins and animal 
habitat during a natural resource day event held at 
Lake Arcadia in September. 

Teachers and students 
alike enjoy the Project 

WET activity ‘The 
Incredible Journey’, as 

they simulate being 
water molecules 

traveling through the 
water cycle. 

Students from James Dennis Elementary look on 
as volunteer Ben Pollard explains how wildlife 
populations are influenced by components of their 
habitat as demonstrated in the Project WILD 
activity, Oh Deer, that the students participated in. 

Rollingwood NRD: Blue Thumb Education 
Coordinator Rob Barossi uses the Enviroscape to 
talk about point and non-point forms of water 
pollution and practices we can use to help control 
pollution in our watersheds. 

Jones NRD: 
Searching for critters 

in the wetlands! 
Have Pole—Ready to Fish. But Wait—Teacher 
wants time for a quick photo op! 



 

Education and Information (Cont.) 

 May 2-4: Worked with OACD and a host of other agency partners 
and volunteers to host the 67th Annual National Land and Range 
Judging Contest held at the Wyndham Hotel in Oklahoma City. 
District staff handled pre-registration and numerous other 
preparations leading up to the contest and worked all three days 
at the event. This year’s contest drew 172 teams from 33 states. 
There were 666 contestants and over 200 sponsors and coaches 
attending.  Preparations are already underway for next year’s 
event scheduled for April 30—May 2, 2019. 

 Maintained district website (www.okcountyconservation.com) and 
social media site on Facebook.com. District information such as 
board meetings, monthly agendas, minutes, newsletters, annual 
reports, current events, and news is posted to one or both of the 
sites as needed. 

 Applied for and received a $500 grant from the Friends of Blue 
Thumb to hold four natural resource day events and provide all 
participants with the Project WET booklet ‘Healthy Water, Healthy 
People’. The funds will be used to purchase 350 of the booklets 
and also to purchase supplies for Project WET activities used 
during natural resource day events that will be held in the fall. 
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A group of students mark their score cards during 
the contest competition held on May 2. 
Photo courtesy Chris Cox, Public Information 
Officer, Oklahoma Conservation Commission. 

Students show off their water cycle bracelets 
made  while participating in ‘The Incredible 
Journey’, a Project WET activity. 

USDA Programs 
Our District works closely with the NRCS staff in carrying out conser-
vation work and educational programs in Oklahoma County.  The 
NRCS staff provides technical assistance to the conservation district 
and to county land users in rural and urban areas. 

  Serviced five existing  contracts for Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP) totaling 682.9 ac. 

 Received 19 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) appli-
cations.  Funded seven new contracts covering 125.1 acres with 
practices totaling $34,083. Practices planned and approved were high 
tunnels systems, brush management and grass planting.  Serviced 
four existing EQIP contracts for 247.9 acres. 

 A total of 143 conservation plans, new and revised, were developed 
on 691.6 acres in Oklahoma County.  Practices were applied during 
the year on 142 acres. 

 Utilized Earth Team volunteers to assist with special programs and 
educational activities.  We used 9 volunteers for 159 hours. 

Our district maintains a Facebook page (above) 
and a Website (shown below) to help keep our 
customers updated on local news and events. 

District Conservationist Chris Best (upper right) 
speaks to attendees at a National Women in 
Agriculture Conference held in Oklahoma City. 



 

District Director Activities 
 Director Jan Kunze serves as the Conservation District Representative 

on the Oklahoma Environmental Quality Board.  As a member of the 
Environmental Quality Board, Kunze attends quarterly meetings and 
additional monthly meetings as called. 

 Director Phil Campbell serves on the Oklahoma Conservation 
Commission serving Area 2.  Director Campbell attended several 
meetings during FY 18 including: 

 * National Watershed Coalition meeting held in Nebraska 

 * NACD South Central Region Meeting held in Louisiana 

 * Attended and served on a producer panel at the Small Farmer  
    Conference hosted by the Oklahoma Black Historical Project and  
  The Oklahoma Farmers and Ranchers Association 

 * Served on a panel at the National Meeting of State Conservationists 
  for the Natural Resources Conservation Service held in Norman 

 * Attended the NACD Annual Meeting held in Nashville, TN, in August 

 * Participating in the current OACD Leadership Class that began   
  meeting in February 
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NRCS Soil Scientist Jeremy Dennis talks to 
students about the different soil layers.  Dennis 
assisted the District with a natural resource day 
event in October. 

USDA Programs  - Cont. 
 Provided conservation technical assistance through field visits with 42 

people. 

 Provided assistance to the National Land and Range Judging Contest.  
Prepared practice sites including holes and slope shots, set up signs, 
assisted with traffic, parking, cleanup and other items as needed 
during the three-day event. 

 One of seven USDA offices that provide service to individuals needing 
Level II Electronic Authorization to gain online access to USDA 
websites.  Assisted 32 people this FY. 

 Attended outreach programs designed to provide producers and local 
citizens with soil health information and USDA program information. 

Season High Tunnel constructed by a producer 
using EQIP funds available through USDA. 

District directors and staff receive the award from 
OACD for the Outstanding Conservation District in 
Area II in 2017. 

NRCS Personnel from around the State assist with 
the National Land and Range Judging Contest 
headquartered in Oklahoma City each year.  
NRCS employees work many aspects of the 
contest preparation including preparing holes at 
the contest and practice sites. 

Associations & Partners 

 Our district is a member of the Oklahoma Association of 
Conservation Districts (OACD) and the National Association of 
Conservation Districts.  We maintain memberships with the 
Sirloin Club of Oklahoma, the National Watershed Coalition, 
and Friends of Blue Thumb.  Our district is also a founding 
member of the Oklahoma Conservation Historical Society and 
staff member Don Bartolina serves on the Board. 

 
 Board members and staff attended the OACD Area II meeting in 

November. Our district was honored as the Outstanding District 
in Area 2 for FY 2017.  Director Phil Campbell, district manager 
Don Bartolina, and our district conservationist Chris Best 
participated in the program.   

 
 During the Area Meeting, Oklahoma County landowner, Curtis 

Roberts, was recognized as the Outstanding District Cooperator 
in Area 2.  Mr. Roberts was also named OACD’s Outstanding 
District Cooperator or the Year, and he was honored during a 
ceremony at the State Ag Building in April. 
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Associations & Partners (Cont.) 

 District Directors and staff attended the Annual State Meeting 
held at the Embassy Suites Hotel in February.  Manager Don 
Bartolina assisted OACD with their annual Silent and Live 
auctions which serve as fundraisers for OACD, OACDE, and 
the OACD Ladies Auxiliary. 

 
 District employees, Inmon and Bartolina, are members of the 

Oklahoma Association of Conservation District Employees 
(OACDE).  During the annual meeting, Inmon was elected to 
serve a two-year term as OACDE secretary. 

 
 Director Campbell is a CARE (Conservation and Agriculture 

Reach Everyone) Champion.  The CARE Program is a 
partnership between OACD and the Oklahoma Black Historical 
Research Project to help increase participation in USDA 
programs in agriculture and conservation among socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. 

Curtis Roberts (center) received his Outstanding District Cooperator of Year 
award from OACD during a special ceremony at the State Ag Building in 
April.  Mr. Roberts six sons were able to attend the ceremony to celebrate 
the occasion with their dad.  Photo courtesy Chris Cox, OCC. 

Special Project 

In February, our District entered into 
an agreement with the National As-
sociation of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) and the Oklahoma Conser-
vation Commission to hire two part-
time Archeology Assistants to aide 
NRCS with cultural resources file 
searches.  NACD is providing 80% 
of funds for employee salaries and 
benefits and the Conservation Com-
mission is providing 20% matching 
funds.  The District will administer 
the employee payroll and comply 
with grant reporting requirements for 
NACD.  Interviews were held in 
June, and  two employees were 
hired to begin work after July 1, 
2018. 

Director Phil Campbell attends a session of the 
OACD Leadership Class held in April. 

Photos above and right  show the  promotional materials 
developed by OACD for Campbell’s participation in the 
CARE program. 
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